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About the Guild 

The Atlanta Woodturners Guild (AWG) was formed to provide support, ideas, and camaraderie 

to fellow woodturners in the metro Atlanta area. The Guild meets once a month and members 

are invited to display examples of their work at the instant gallery. New and established 

turners have the opportunity to ask questions and solve problems with other members. 

At each monthly meeting a demonstration is conducted by professional turners from all over 

the world. Or sometimes one of our own accomplished members.  It is a great opportunity to 

see a professional in action, ask questions and learn techniques. The AWG has a comprehensive 

library stocked with wood-turning DVD’s, and books. These items are available to the 

membership for a small rental fee. Members are kept informed about upcoming events and 

activities through this newsletter and our web site.  

Anyone interested in learning about woodturning is welcome to attend the monthly meetings. 

 

 

 

 

 
 Chapter 274 of the American 
Association of Woodturners   

 

This is your June 2023 edition of the Atlanta Woodturners Guild Newsletter. If you would like to 

submit an article, send to Tom Biehl at newsletteratlantawoodturnersguild.org 

Please submit your items no later than the Wednesday before our meeting (second Wednesday of the 

month) if you would like to have your article included in that month’s newsletter.   (6of 12) 

 

June 2023 

Oh, What a Day! 

May 20, 2023 

Next Page 

http://newsletteratlantawoodturnersguild.org/
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It was a beautiful day for a tool exchange.  The event was sponsored by the Atlanta Woodturners 

Guild.  The Exchange was the concept of Katie Navarro.  It was her inspiration and leadership that 

made the event a success.   The work of many of our members to help plan, organize and implement a 

successful project to benefit the AWG was led by Katie with strong support from a host of others, 

especially Jim Hardy. 

There were 22 spaces at the Tool Exchange by various individuals wanting to sell their no longer used 

tools, wood, etc.  There were a ton of people that came to see what was available.  There were people 

that came that were interested in turning and enjoyed the demonstrations presented by Mark Sillay 

and Harvey Meyer.  There was a good amount of interest in visiting a club meeting to see if turning is 

something for them. 

As I wandered about the venue, I saw a lot of folks in conversation.  Some discussing the tools, some 

discussing the wood and some just discussing.  Many new acquaintances were made.  There were a 

number of idea exchanges amongst the attendees regarding their woodworking/woodturning 

experiences.   
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First, I would like to thank everyone that participated in our very first Tool Exchange and Wood 

Sale.  It was well attended, and our club made over $600 and had a lot of fun and fellowship. 

At the last meeting we elected Hans Meier as Vice President  and Katie Navarro as a Director of our 

club effective immediately. I really appreciate all the hard work they already do for our club and it 

meant a lot to me that they would step up and take on more responsibility. Be sure and thank them 

next time you see them. 

We had 39 of our 62 members asked to be enrolled in the Penn State Industries 10% Discount 

Program. If you have not gotten an email from Penn State and you would like to learn about the 

enrollment, please contact me for details at waynejohnson78@aol.com. 

We continue to have good participation in our Show and Tell as well as our Raffle and it is 

impressive what good turnings we are seeing. In addition to bringing in your good work we also ask 

that you bring in some failures so we can all maybe learn from them. 

Please contact Glen for any questions about Beads of Courage and try to get your bowls completed 

soon. 

Katie Navarro has issued a challenge for all of us to make as many Harry Potter Wands as possible 

and she needs them by this month’s meeting. 

Do not forget to follow us on Facebook and post pictures of your work there. Also check out 

our website and see all things going on with our club. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone on Wednesday, 5-5:30 pm dinner ans socialize at Hooligans, 

8440 Holcomb Bridge Rd., Roswell, GA. (Directly behind CVS on corner of Holcomb Bridge and 

Barnwell Rd. Weather permitting, park at Woodcraft and walk over. Meeting starts at 6+:45PM. 

Wayne Johnson 

President AWG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President’s Message 

June, 2023 Newsletter 

 

 

Meeting Agenda 

6:00PM  Arrival begins at Woodcraft 

6:45PM  Meeting begins at Woodcraft and on Zoom 

6:45 – 7:00PM Will be a business meeting and show and tell. 

7:00 – 8:30 PM  Demonstration. See info on Demonstration below 

8:30 – 8:45PM   Raffle is called by Mr. Hans 

8:45  - 9:00PM Clean Up 

All hands on deck for the cleanup please.  We MUST leave by 9:00PM 

 



Page 4 of 14                                                                atlantawoodturnersguild.org                                           June 2023 
 

 

  

From our Vice President and Raffle Master … 

 

Raffle Master 

 

June we will be having a raffle as normal and if you can donate some wood or other items to the 

raffle they would be greatly appreciated and for donations the raffle master will give you free 

tickets for the raffle. 

 

Also, this month by request I have been asked to do a half pot raffle. For all tickets sold one 

ticket will be drawn for half of whatever was sold that night as a test. 

 

Vice President  

 

For August, I will need everyone’s help.  Our meeting will be a jig and fixture presentation by 

all of us. So start thinking about what you might bring to this meeting. If the item is too big or 

too hard to bring in take some good pictures that we can put in a presentation for that evening.  

Thank you in advance for your help with the August meeting. 

 

Holiday Party - December 5th we will be doing a Holiday Party Jointly with GAW. It will happen 

at Brimstone Restaurant and Tavern at 6:30PM. The address is 10595 Old Alabama Road 

Connecter, Alpharetta Georgia We will need to know numbers and we will be ordering off a 

short menus. I will try to have sign up online soon and more info to follow.  

 

Please don’t forget our show and tell.  Please bring your items to the meeting for Katie and I to 

arrange for the show and tell presentation.  Also, if you have any items to contribute for the 

raffle, please bring them to me at the meeting.  Everyone likes to win something, but we must 

have items to raffle.  Thank you to everyone who has brought items for the raffle.  As of 

April, raffle tickets will be given to those who bring items for the raffle.  Thank you for 

supporting the raffle event. 
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Michael Gibson is here in June! 

Thin Walled Asial Rice Bowl 
 

Our own member and internationally known Woodturner, 
Michael Gibson will demonstrate for us how he turns a thin-
walled Asian rice bowl. 
 

Michael was a featured demonstrator at the American 

Association of Woodturners International Symposium in 2013 

and received high honors as recipients of the “Award of 

Excellence” for one of his pieces. At the 2015 AAW International  

 Symposium, he was awarded "Master Choice" in the Merging Exhibition.  He demonstrated at the 

2016 AAW International Symposium in Atlanta and was awarded "People’s Choice" for his piece in 

the Exhibition Turning 30. He was juried into a special exhibition “The Space Between” and In the 

exhibition “Bridging the Gap” at the 2022 AAW symposium in Chattanooga. He was juried into the 

special Exhibition “Out of the Woods” at the 2023 AAW Symposium in Louisville.    He has 

demonstrated for numerous chapters of the AAW and has been feature demonstrator in several 

States symposiums.  

Michael is in high demand as a teacher and his wonderful techniques are taught to students from 

around the world. During the last several years he has taught in Canada, Norway, England, 

Turkey, and New Zealand as well as throughout the United States. He has taught in workshops, 

chapter classrooms, and in private settings. His work has been published in many journals 

nationally and internationally. 

The artwork created has garnered the attention of many collectors and has been included in 

corporate and private collections. His work is sought after by high end galleries and gift shops 

throughout the world. 
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HOT Sessions– A Club Favorite! 

Sessions are held on the first 

Wednesday of each month.  Leaders of 

the sessions mostly come from within 

the club.  The leaders teach subjects 

meant to develop skills.  And the goal 

is for each attendee to take something 

home to show off.  To enroll in a 

session, contact Katie Navarro 

hotclassesatlantawoodturnersguild.org.  The 

planned schedule to date is below.  

 

 

 
Turn it on, Turn it up, and Turn Me Loose! 

 

AWG Library 

 

Look! We are back in business at Woodcraft.  And so is our club librarian. We may not 
have a fancy library, but the knowledge that is within our selection is invaluable.  
Each month Jim Hardy, our librarian, will have our extensive Library available at the 
meeting. Each item is available for checkout - $2/item/month. A list of books and DVDs 
available is on our website, https://www.atlantawoodturnersguild.org  
Our brand-new Members are eligible for up to 5 free monthly rentals in their first year 
of membership. Bonus to membership! 
 
If you arrive a bit early there is time for some socialization and “catching” up with friends, you may 
not have seen in a while.  It is also a good time to review what is in the library and available for 
check-out.  And you can purchase raffle tickets for whatever prizes will be raffled at the end of the 
meeting.  See Hans Meier. 

 
 

http://hotclassesatlantawoodturnersguild.org/
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Hands on Turning 

If you haven’t attended one of our HOT (Hands On Turning) sessions, you are missing out on one of the best 

perks (in my opinion) of our Club.  Everyone knows lunch time is my favorite because we get to eat together 

and tell tall turning tales at the table, as well as getting to know each other better.  Of course, there is the 

learning part too and the part where you can turn all day with like-minded friends for very little money. 

Our June was facilitated by Katie Navarro.  Katie led us through turning Wands.  The group either brought or 

turned twenty-nine wands to be donated to Camp Korey in Washington State.  This camp offers free tuition 

to children who are critically ill.  The facility has a new Harry Potter building built by volunteer 

woodworkers.                         

                           

    

 

 

 

           Seth Giamba                              Dan Douthart                                 Tom Biehl                  Blake Cherrington   

           Katie Navarro                            Victoria Skye                                   Hans Meier        

The wands brought or made in the class. And when it is time to clean up, Seth just won’t quit 
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After his work with the 

Avengers was 

complete, the Hulk 

opened a custom 

woodworking business. 

 

Its name? Bruce 

Banister,         
6/2023 

 My MoM’s 

sister is a 

woodworker…  

so i guess you 

can say she’s 

a carpenter 

aunt? 
6/2023 

Looking ahead to July’s Meeting and Demo 

July’s Featured Demonstrator – Peggy Schmid 

Peggy will demonstrate Polymer Clay Canes 

Peggy Elise Schmid  
6220 Ivey Springs Chase  

Cumming, GA 30040  
678-640-5634  

  
As a native Atlantan, Peggy watched the city grow from a small town into a thriving 
metropolis. Most of her life has been spent in and around the Atlanta area. After 
working in the private sector for many years, she returned to college, and at age 
35, obtained a Fine Arts degree from the Atlanta College of Art (SCAD), with a 
major in Sculpture in 1990. It was her lifelong dream to become an artist. She also 
trained as an Art Educator at Georgia State University where she was an Honors 
Society student.  

Peggy produced several major sculptural works in her career, including the 
Pinwheel Project for the Artist Complex, “Tula” in Buckhead, and large-scale 
sculptural pieces for the movie “Freejack,” produced by Morgan Creek Productions. 
Her drawings were featured by the Gorilla Girls in Chicago and at ABC No-Rio in 
New York City. In 1998, she became a member of the Georgia Association of 
Woodturners and began her passion for Woodturning.  

She is a member of the AAW and is an active member of the Etowah River 
Woodturners. She served as the President of The Georgia Association of 
Woodturners and has held several positions on the board of the Apple Ridge 
Woodturners. She helped establish and served as the President of the Friends of 
the Florida School of Woodwork, a non-profit dedicated to promoting woodworking 
education. Peggy demonstrates woodturning for many of the chapters in and 
around Georgia and is a frequent demonstrator at the tradeshows for woodworking 
and turning. Her work is found in private and corporate collections throughout the 
country.   
  
“Artists are drawn to what they love about the art they make. I was always 
fascinated by the smell of fresh cut lumber in my papa’s shop. Those days spent 
learning how to use tools and appreciating the materials were the most gratifying in 
my life. To this day, each time I turn a piece of pine, I am reminded of his kind and 
patient guidance in teaching me to work with wood. It is no wonder that I have 
grown into a woodturner as an artist. Each piece of wood is a new present to be 
opened and cherished. I am always fascinated by the surprises I find.  
  

 

 

 

Welcome to our new 

member, Tony 

Campbell,  who joined 

in April. We 

appreciate you being 

with us and look 

forward to a long 

relationship. 

Beads of Courage 

Glen Withrow hopes to 

get two beads of 

courage bowls from 

each member by the 

end of the year.  Please 

do all you can to meet 

this request.  Glen may 

be contacted with 

questions at 

beadsofcourageatlantawo

odturnersguild.org 

Together, we can meet 

this goal.  Can Do! 

Glen hosted a HOT 

Session on turning a 

Beads of Courage Bowl 

in May. 

NOTE: Some members like to meet 
at a restaurant (Hooligans) for 
dinner before the meeting.  This 

gives them a chance to arrive in the 
area a bit early and beat the traffic.  

Hooligans is located just a short 
walk east of Woodcraft. (8440 

Holcomb Bridge Rd., Alpharetta, 
Ga, 678-367-2841) 

 

http://beadsofcourageatlantawoodturnersguild.org/
http://beadsofcourageatlantawoodturnersguild.org/
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During our May meeting we were blessed with many member show and tell items for our 

viewing pleasure.  Our Superb turner’s have shared their works.  We look forward to 

another great show and tell  during our June meeting.  So let’s Create, Show, and Tell 

(about it)!  

 

 

     

     

This frame left 

blank 

intentionally. 

This frame left 

blank 

intentionally. 

This frame left 

blank 

intentionally. 

This frame left 

blank 

intentionally. 

This frame left 

blank 

intentionally. 

Charlie Levan Marcus Jones

 

Mike Peace

 

Mike Peace

 

Glen  Withrow 

Dan Douthart

 

Glen  Withrow Larry McIntire Tony Campbell Tom Biehl 
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Calendar of AWG Meeting and Events and Schedule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE EVENT PRESENTER TOPIC 
January 4 HOT Class Hans Meier Rolling Pins 

January 18 Club Demo/Demo Mark Sillay Shaping Specialty Tools and their application 

February 1 HOT Class Katie Navarro Acorn Boxes 

February 15 Club Meeting/Demo Glen Withrow Beads of Courage Bowl 

March 1 HOT Wayne Johnson Platter with embellished rim.  Embellished in 

several ways. 

March 15 Club Meeting/Demo Rudy Lopez Natural edge goblet from a limb 

April 5 HOT Arnie Moore Turning a small bowl laminated from several wood 

species. 

April 15 Club Meeting/Demo Harvey Meyer Natural Edge Bowls 

May 3 HOT Class Glen Withrow Beads of Courage Segmented Bowl 

May 17 Club Meeting/Demo Ken Rizza Product Showcase:  Sharpening and Sanding 

June 7 HOT Class  Open Contact Katie Navarro to lead a HOT Session. 

June 15 Club Meeting/Demo Michael Gibson Thin-walled Asian Rice Bowl 

July 5  HOT Class Glen Withrow Natural Edge Bowl 

July 19 Club Meeting/Demo Peggy Schmid Polymer Clay Canes 

August 2 HOT Class Harvey Meyer             Lidded Box. 

August 16 Club Meeting/Demo All Club Members Hot Dogs, Tools, and Gadgets 

September 6 HOT Class Katie Navarro Acorn Boxes 

September 20 Club Meeting/Demo Mike Peace Thread Chasing 

October 4 HOT Class Mike Peace Thread Chasing 

October 18 Club Meeting/Demo Dan Douthart Lighted Sea Urchin Ornaments 

November 1 HOT Class Charlie Levan TBD 

November 15 Club Meeting/Demo TBD  

December 6 HOT Class Open Contact Katie Navarro to lead a HOT Session. 

December 4 Christmas/Holiday 

Celebration 

  

 They say furniture in Denver is very sturdy. 

Folks from Colorado make a good joint, no pun in          

tenon.                

 6/2023 

Hey how much wood have you 

chopped so far? 

I don’t know, let me check the logs. 
6/2023 
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Harvey Meyer  www.harveymeyer.com  available for IRDs on a broad list of 

demos nationally or internationally. him@harveymeyer.com.  

Started woodturning in 2000 and turns bowls, platters, hollow vessels, goblets, 

boxes and of course mostly known for his Basket Illusions and for teaching 

many of us about “Harvey Oil” finish 

 

 

 

 

Dan Douthart    Has various YouTube videos posted by the Gwinnett 

Woodworkers Club but is now setup at home to be able to create his own 

YouTube Channel as well as do IRD’s for woodturning clubs. In fact, when he 

does our February Demo it will be his first from home IRD. He can also teach 

turning classes to individuals  douthd@live.com. 

 

Advertisements

Support those who support us. 

Woodcraft has been gracious enough to allow us to resume our 
meetings in its facility.  When looking to purchase tools and 
materials, please consider purchasing them from Woodcraft.  On 
meeting nights, Woodcraft offers a 10% discount on non-sale items 
excluding mechanical items. 

purchases. 

 

 

Please support our members that have provided free 
demonstrations for our club in 2022. 

 

http://www.harveymeyer.com/
mailto:him@harveymeyer.com
mailto:douthd@live.com


Page 12 of 14                                                                atlantawoodturnersguild.org                                           June 2023 
 

  

Ken Rizza, owner of Woodturners Wonders located at 5230 Clarks Bridge Rd, 

Gainesville, GA 30506 Open M-F 9am-5pm.  

 

678-400-8181 

We provide Innovative and competitively priced products for woodturners. 

Check out our website: www.woodturnerswonders.com 

 

 

 

 

Mike Peace www.mikepeacewoodturning.com I do demonstrations and 

workshops for clubs locally and Interactive Remote Demonstration over the 

internet to far away clubs. I enjoy teaching new woodturners one-on-one in my 

shop. I have demonstrated at the AAW symposium in Atlanta in 2015 and 

Portland 2018 as well as Southern States Woodturning and Turning Southern 

Style. Published in multiple magazines with copies of my articles on my 

website. I recently hit a couple of YouTube milestones: 50,000 subscribers and 

8,000,000 million views.  
 

 

  

 

Frank Bowers Frank is a fulltime woodturning instructor and demonstrator 

and may be contacted at fcbowrs@aol.com He has taught more people to turn 

bowls than anyone else in Georgia. 

 

 

 

 

Michael Gibson  www.michaelgibsonwoodturner.com  Known 

worldwide for his exquisite pieces, he is available to provide IRDs from his 

shop.  When the pandemic is over he will begin accepting individual 

students. 

 

 

 

http://www.woodturnerswonders.com/
http://www.mikepeacewoodturning.com/
mailto:fcbowrs@aol.com
http://www.michaelgibsonwoodturner.com/
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This message announces the inauguration of some long-awaited updates to our Atlanta Woodworkers Guild 

web site (atlantawoodturnersguild.org). Our site retains the same hosting company (WIX.com) but now 

takes advantage of their recent service enhancements, including better support for various types of media 

(databases, graphics, videos and .PDF files). The color scheme and layout may be a little different, but you 

will recognize our club information and it should be easier to find and review. 

 

Featured is a new Event Calendar (atlantawoodturnersguild.org/event-calendar), showing a schedule for 

our regular monthly meetings, our popular Hands On Turning (H.O.T.) sessions, and other upcoming events. 

The Newsletter archive (atlantawoodturnersguild.org/newsletters) is on-line again and will be kept 

current. A Contact Us page (atlantawoodturnersguild.org/contact-us) gives names and contact information 

for our current Officers and Board of Directors. An About the AWG page 

(atlantawoodturnersguild.org/about-the-awg) welcomes new members.  A Members Only section provides 

access to our latest Member List (atlantawoodturnersguild.org/member-list) so you can stay in contact with 

your fellow members. The password is being updated and will be distributed in the not-too-distant future via 

email to members.  Shortly I hope to add a page of public Forums, starting with a new Trading Post and one 

for Tips & Techniques. 

Our meeting location is Woodcraft of Atlanta,  8560 Holcomb Bridge Rd., Suite 115, Alpharetta,GA 

30022 

Phone: 770-587-3372 FAX: 770-587-906 Email: atlanta-retail@woodcraft.com 

 

I hope you find the new site design practical and convenient. Please keep an eye on our Event Calendar for 

events currently planned for the remainder of the summer, fall and winter season! 

 

Article submitted by: 

Steve Sheppard 

Webmaster for Atlanta Woodturners Guild 

 

http://atlantawoodturnersguild.org/
http://wix.com/
http://atlantawoodturnersguild.org/event-calendar
http://atlantawoodturnersguild.org/newsletters
http://atlantawoodturnersguild.org/contact-us
http://atlantawoodturnersguild.org/about-the-awg
http://atlantawoodturnersguild.org/member-list
mailto:atlanta-retail@woodcraft.com
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* For additional information contact Katie Navarro @ 404-557-4799. 

AWG Contacts 

Officers 

   

President Wayne Johnson president@atlantawoodturnersguild.org 

Vice President Hans Meier vicepresident@atlantawoodturnersguild.org 

Secretary Charlie Levan secretary@atlantawoodturnersguild.org 

Treasurer Mike Riley treasurer@atlantawoodturnersguild.org 

Past President Dan Douthart pastpresident@atlantawoodturnersguild.org 

Director Katie Navarro atlarge@atlantawoodturnersguild.org 

Director/Newsletter Tom Biehl newsletter@atlantawoodturnersguild.org 

Committees 

Librarian Jim Hardy librarian@atlantawoodturnersguild.org 

Programs Hans Meier programs@atlantawoodturnersguild.org 

HOT Classes Katie Navarro hotclasses@atlantawoodturnersguild.org 

Photographer Katie Navarro photographer@atlantawoodturnersguild.org 

Beads of Courage Glen Withrow beadsofcourage@atlantawoodturnersguild.org 

Sponsorships Hans Meier sponsorships@atlantawoodturnersguild.org 

Webmaster Steve Sheppard webmaster@atlantawoodturnersguild.org 
 

 

In Closing 

This newsletter is published monthly by the Atlanta Woodturners Guild, (AWG). All 

opinions expressed by contributors do not necessarily reflect those of the Editor, 

Officers, or the AWG. Your AWG questions, comments and suggestions are always 

welcome. You may contact any officer through the contact information in this newsletter, 

or our website's contact webpage: www.atlantawoodturnersguild.org. 

 

 

mailto:president@atlantawoodturnersguild.org
mailto:vicepresident@atlantawoodturnersguild.org
mailto:secretary@atlantawoodturnersguild.org
mailto:treasurer@atlantawoodturnersguild.org
mailto:pastpresident@atlantawoodturnersguild.org
mailto:atlarge@atlantawoodturnersguild.org
mailto:newsletter@atlantawoodturnersguild.org
mailto:librarian@atlantawoodturnersguild.org
mailto:programs@atlantawoodturnersguild.org
mailto:hotclasses@atlantawoodturnersguild.org
mailto:photographer@atlantawoodturnersguild.org
mailto:beadsofcourage@atlantawoodturnersguild.org
mailto:sponsorships@atlantawoodturnersguild.org
mailto:webmaster@atlantawoodturnersguild.org

